Mrs., Margaret Johnson Region X McKenzie County
THIS is Larry Sprunk and the following is an interview that I

had with Mrs. Margaret Johnson of rural Cartwright, North Dakota. The

interview is held at Mrs, Johnson's home ozgggg;-af Cartwright, Monda{j

August 4, 1975, and it began at approximately-s;lzszhia%y fin the

evening., The interview is complete on this cassette,

LARRY: When did your family come to North Dakota originally?
MARGAREFp—-y—fomidi?

LARRY ey

MARGARET: My family came to North Dakota in 1896 and we came from
just a little bit southeast of Portal.

LARRY: That's where you came to#.

MARGARET: No, that's where we came from and that's where I was born,
LARR L pmeeOly=TF—mee!

JARGARET et e e S B e

LARRY: What was your maiden name?

MARGARET: Wood. My folks were George Wood.

LARRY: And where did they come from? ,
MARGARET: England in the first place. Come out to Canada and gﬁgggis
where they met, They didn't come from too far apart in England either
'cause they didn't know each other, My dad and his folks came out
first and then a little later my Jo&biddfiimother's brother got the
idea that he'd like to come out hereytoo! So, my grandmother coaxed
my mother to come along with him, She thought it was an awful long
ways for him to go all by himself’!so she coaxed mother togggFZlongl
They settled not too far apart, you see,#%ust across the Canadian
line. Well, then a little later on, course, my dad and mother moved
to North Dakota up there,igg about three or four miles, I think, from
Portal,

LARRY: What was your mother's maiden name?

MARGARET: Jones.
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LARRY: VUhat's your first name...l don'f . like—t0-68ldtpeopde-llcs.. you

LARRY: And you were born at Portal in,..

MARGARET: I was born southeast of Portal on the homestead. You know,
in those days YOUwéﬁiztng to a hospital. There wasn't any hospitals
around so you were just born in the home where you livegga-!

LARRY: Do you know, Margaret, who was the midwife?

MARGARET: No, I really don't know that.

LARRY: How many were there in your family?

MARGARET: Four, There was three boys and me. There was one brother
Mfolder. He was killed in a car accident just out of Williston about
three or four miles about two, three years ago. Then there's two
brothers younger and they both live out in California., The youngest ’
one is a doctor. He's been a doctor for many years now,

LARRY: What year were you born, Margaret?

MARGARET: It would be 1892!

23 |
LARRY: So, you're eoimhby~three years oldE?

3
MARGARET: 1I'1ll be e&ghé;-%hree years old Saturday!

LARRL bbbt night, well, happy binthdased
~MARGARET: _Jloll thotiieireuimetg @

LARRY: Can you tell me where your dad's homestead was from Portal?

How many miles and what direction approxifmately?

MARGARET: Well, it would be about three miles southeast of Portal, ¥
but I couldn't give you the exact description. .

LARRY: /JFOh, that's edi—swimewimiweeline! That's fine!

MARGARET: You see, I was only four years old when we came here and

we came to Williston., My gjfdad had been around this country for gl
quite a while. He used to haul freight for people. He used to go

all over even downfée—South Dakota all around and make a little extra
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money. 1 asked my older brother how they come to move down here from

up there. Well, he said that it had been a “real dry year and there

was no feed! Then in the fall it rained, green grass come up, they #£d
;HH,

cut it and made hay out of it, and that had I&f food value in it.@

RNt~

MARGME#T /S0, he lost quite a lot of his cattle so that gave him the

idea to move down here., When he moved down here, there was two other

hide
Englishmen come down here,too, and they had what was the Woodh‘eid an/sl
N Share S
Slater Ranch down there, They took some sheep from Andrew Nolleygand

then they had some cattle and a few horses. My brother,#Art Wood,

-

Resevrvoir,
had that land until they had to sell the homestead for the @arrison
whemmbholmpon—put—in,

LARRY:

. that
HRiS—aRes—and-theF—honphi-—thabt-ranehy \llere was -this-ranch, Margaret,

from the nearest town?

MARGARET: Io—would-be—a—little—titrrweddy Jt's p’(r\ftt'i'near straight
veatow : . Co*h .

souffth of only it's on the McKenzievside of the river. Yes,

I can tell you about where it was! Well, you know, where they take

that main road across there'where there's so much water on both sides,

that main highwayg

MiRarREPr (fhis side of WillistonEd

JABRY gty

MARGARET: This road ¥eégémishi-thesme that turns at the foot of the il
hill and come west.Zf My father's place was about Ly wbusmrmase. ..
maybe four miles straight west,

LARRY: Was it close to the Mélg Missouri Rive ?thumﬁ-

MARGARET: Yes, it's fairly close to the )ﬁg Missouri Rive@’.
LARRY: Who were these two other English families? Can yeou remember
them?

MARGARET: Mr, Arthur Slater and George Heid,

&ARRRY: £ And the two of them and your dad went together and
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bought this ranchd’?

MARGARET: Well, they homesteade% itj you see. They didn't have to buy
ity they homesteaded it. ii‘%’hey went together as partners and had

their stock and everything(ytogether! Our first little house was dug

in the side of the hill,“ther}e was logs for the front «ms and the
ends of it,and then they put a roof over it. That was our first 1littlg
house, but that isn't there anymore. They built a better loghouse a
little later and the old remains of that is down there yet.
LARRY: Olymie-ihab~dpiisd And that's where you grew up then?
MARGARET: That's where I grew up,yvess ,

LARRY: They would have moved down from M{about '96, then?
MARGARET: XsesyYes yes! The reason I remember that so well -
because my youngest brother was just three weeks old when they moved
down there, He's four years younger than I amy you see, thertlm=bire—
seomor—i-tah-ponenher—it—mse-yieii-y

LARRY: Hew=did-they.come doun.. lMepseretr—do-pou-inowsy Did they come
down by wagon? ,

MARGARET: By wagon, ya, % crossed the river iﬁ"?rowboat, swam the
team behind the boat, and took the wagon apart and hauled it over in
the boat. MRl suppose it must have made several trips. But I can
remember it because I was kinda afraid, you know, the horses bekind
swimmin' behind how they kind of, you know, pause swimmin', Well, a
little kid and all that water! I didn't like it very much so I can
kinda remember it, ya! |

LARRY: Who were some of your neighbors down there? - Camyou—romnember
“hae? |

MARGARET: Oh yes, yes! George Cartwright was one of 'um, but he
sold out his relinigu;ishment for that place and they moved up ’here
to where—ies the town of Cartwright. Then Mr, Heide and Mr, Slater
took claims there,too, wewssaegs Then there was Alfred Robison. He
was a “’little bit farther east, but there wasn't to'o many here at

[ivin
the time we moved here, There wasn't too many il down in there,
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You FMMicnow where -Comimdifimed=o CI‘DUO‘\:?“'H‘I is?
LARRY: Ya. Cro whiqh“‘{ homes Jou c/e a/‘
MARGARET: Well, it's just east of GokSes@#i where my folks Nt

LARRY:. They could run their cattle anywhere they wanted to?

MARGARET: Yes, and their sheep! Yes, and they had a summer camp for

their sheep up on the Charbonneau and Lonesome, ™edil¥ils All those

"criks" up there.that wasn't settled at all, by any sake. It was all

free A¥land. You see.., there was no ferries and not much way for

people to get across here. They didn't want to come on this island’

as they called it.

LARRY: Were things better for your dad after you got down bho!e-iya&mizéae
Williston? |
MARGARET: Yes, I think they were, alright. But I think the years made
a lot of diffep%ce. You know, when you strike those drym years,it was
pretty hard going for those homesteaders. Pretty rough! 7You see,
there was no_towns close to them, Ther%wggsn't much at Portal at that
time, I couldn't say just how muchijyut I don't think there was very
many houses there!

LARRY: Neswemain, uow long did you live at this second place by
Williston there?

MARGARET: Until I was married!gm That was my home; that's where Roy
come and got me, ¥P» ( Iau.shs)

LARRY: Oh! Can you tell me what you remember of the town of Willisto/
in the early days? What kind of & town w:

MARGARET: A pretty little town in prgfythose days! There wasn't too
many houses., There was two or three ibbde stores., There was
Hendrichs and Brogers, I believe,those two stores. They're may have
been some little ones,;ﬂlif—yiiﬂnuﬂa like a grocery store and things,
But those were the two main stores! ‘
hameyreLARRY . Can T pull the—shede—down—a—tittte—bisI— ij
MARGARER—Fa;—thatts—bettert—"

IARRY: Did your dad have any trouble with coyotes and raising sheep?
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MARGARET: 6h yes! They had to have a sheepherder with 'em all the
time, yi,

LARRY: Of the three Englishmen, who was the sheep man?

MARGARET: Well, they all took their turns! They all took their
turns! One week one fellow went out and herded sheep, next week the
next fellow did, and then the next week the third one, and then they
started over again, ya.

LARRY: How many sheep did they run?

MARGARET: Well, they didn't have too many to start with. I think,
they got aréggzé;nd head from Andrew Nolley.

IARRY: Oh! He had been there before them?

MARGARET: Oh, yes, he was here before! Yes, he was here  shupt-ighinie
about 1887 or 'w,around in there.

H ur . garet?
MARCARETHs—trrdrewW NoLley ?
el ARR g

LARRY: Wes—iifvevmmweoidbinen—atnoady2Was he an oldtimer already?

MARGARET: Oh yes, yes! George<quolley was his brother and he
lived out from Alexander. I knew him real well, ya!
LARRY: Oh! Were they English too?

VARCARETp——Notmulliay—bhoF-Woro—~Gorueny——3i-bolio¥e-p0
MARGARET: No, they were German,I believe, They came from New York, I

think,

LARRY: Was it Andrew Nolley that.e...

MARGARET: Yes, I think it was Andrew Nolley. I'm not sure! It

could be that the two of them had the sheep together! I'm not sure
about that, but I think it was Andrew Nolley that owned the sheep.
LARRY: When he sold out to your dad and your dad's, two partners, where
did he go ‘sitee® EMM@%M—
MARGARET: No, he wasn't in with my folks. They'd just take these g

sheep on shares, feed them, take care oi‘qﬁkm, and get a certain per-




(4

centage of the wool and the lambs for their work. That's the way

they worked it!

LARRY: I was gonna ask you, Margaret, how they got the sheep across

the Missouri River when they came down from Portal, but the sheep were

already across the Missouri River!

MARGARET: Yes, the sheep were on this side you see! I don't know but

they must have swam 'em, They must have swam 'em! They must have

found a m.e. They probably had to take them quite qgffa ways, but

they must have swam them across the river!

LARRY: Was there a ferry there in later years?

MARGARET: Yes, yes, there were several ferries -JMems in later years!

LARRY: But not when you came acrbss?

MARGARET: Not when I came across,no, no! The first one, I think, was

down there around Banks. I believe that was the first one. Then

there was one down there by Williston later on. Then old Cap Bailey

had a s%ﬁ:s he went back and forth up and down the river with,

I know later onAkRoy's brother-in-law bought a big tractor and

threshing machine and they crossed it., They had to cross that on this

old scha:;.‘ because Hhe-Lformybeat it was so heavy it wm;ld sink iﬁf””‘t
< cow

LARRY: Were they able to get it across on this sicmd?

S ¢ ool
MARGARET: ¥es, they got it across on this sinqi.' —S—thinle-bherets—

Quite—a—tot—orl THat Irtiris—book—irere,

LARRY: @GF& That must of been a pretty big boat to haul semessed a
threshing machine!

MARGARET: Oh yes! They put it on the ferryboat in the first place.
They-started—be—end The thing begin to sink down, so sWepbmethey backed
it off! S-tells all about it in here what a-btime—they-irad, He had
to do it in such a hurry!end-he-had-se-be-eurele didn't have any

LARRY: you ever remember seeing or hearing any steamboats ggme

T
time to be éure he had his plapps right and he missged 'em!

on the Missouri?

thenr—yet?™
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MARGARET: Yes, I think there waa:?ut Iodoblid{ T don't remember seeing

anj. But I'm sure there wa§7yes!

LARRY: How did your dad and his partners get started in cattle?tili&

Did they bring cattle with them from Portal?

MARGARET: They brought cattle with them from Portal and, of course,

they swam those across the river, You know, in the fall lots of times
fﬁc’ﬁﬁ?ﬁ;ou pick your places, & ‘Hsn't S0 deeg,especially if it's been a

dry year!

LARRY: Awéd—blowewdeys-had-bind those years had been dry years?

MARGARET: Those years had been dry years,you see.

LARRY: H@$ADid you know this George Cartwright at all?

MARGARET: Oh yes!

LARRY: What kind of a fellow was he?

MARGARET: Oh, he liked to be away from everybody where there was lots

of hunting and trapping. He didn't care About being around civiliza-

tion much. ?ghen after he bégin to get settled up here he movedﬁgp to

Peace River up in Canada, It:uiii;?populated here for him!

LARRY Ryl s—birat=TIENTT

MARGARETPr—ToTt

LARRY: He was a real loner, huh?

MARGARET: Yes, he was a real loner!

LARRY: Was he married?®

MARGARET: Yes, and had a family, His family all went up there but

one girl, She married Milton Millhouse. |

LARRY: But Mr. Cartwright only wanted his family and that was enough

for him, huh?

MARGARET: - That was enough for him and he didn't carihgbout‘anybody

else around. He was one -that didn't spend too much4becatdse he didn't

have many wantsﬁniﬁé hunted wild game for 'em to eat, you see,

LARRY: Was he a rancher, too, or just a hunter and trapper?

MARGARET: I would say he was more of a hunter and trapper. He wasn't

a rancher, no!
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ARRY: What kind of a house did he have up there by Williston hefore
' His fown of Cartwright o

meg down here tof'what became the town of Cartw;&gﬁfﬁ

think it must have been¢g”&iffi2¢i;ghouse.

MARGARET: /
e J: //?6, aa m/fra‘sf/nf {é//awa

LARRY: He -m owt Soun

MARGARET: Yes, a_little loghouse. It wasn't too much

of a hou -\'"“1lugartwright and that was

made out of cottonwood lumber,
—\ i

LARRY: Oh, Howuﬁiﬁiéeyour dad and his partners control the coyotes

and wolfs? Would they trap, too, or did they shoot them?
MARGARET: They shot them. They always had their guns with 'em and

shot-%ézg whenever they could, 485 Shey-e&nege—hq‘nd they always had
a good dog with the sheepherder,Whreewen-herdad. .tho-sheop—iath et Eeodmm
<dop—yritir—+ems Oh, I know one night they always thought it was a
wolf, but they weren't sure. They had several bands of lambs. This
one had, oh, I suppose, couple hundred lambs or more in it and he
killed over ashégg;ed of 'em!

LARRY: Is that right!

MARGARET: ¥¢Ya, he didn't eat them! Oh, one or two he chewed on and
then the others he just bit them and killed 'em! They always thought
that was a wolf; but, I don't know, nobody saw it, 7ew=lemewn. There
was lots of coyotes then;so it's hard to say.

LARRY: Did your dad or Mr. Heide or who was the other fellow?
MARGARET: Mr, Slater!

IARRY: Did they ever see any wolves?

MARGARET: No, they never saw any wolves; but they saw lots of coyoteg,-
.

LARRY: Ya, I'll bet! How did you like growing up in a loghouse with
coyotes hauling around? Was it a nice childhood?

MARGARET: Oh, no, ¥4I can't say that you could say that it was a
real nice childhood. Although, my folks weren't afraid and,you know,

saetethat makes a lot of difference to children,
R oKty \L
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MERSWRET: ¥ I never was really awfully scared!
LARRY: Was it kinda lonesome around where you lived?
MARGARET: Yes, it was kinda +emeslonesome! We didn't have wa¥many

playmates. yelimdsneus

LARRY: -¥E. Did the Heides or the Slaters have any children?
chelors -

MARGARET: No, they were both My\
1 b

JARGAREE4~ fAnd Mr. Robinson was a bachlor,too, so when Cartwrights

moved there werewmlildren Hhewe—-a close timswe a 'tall,
LARRY: How many children did Mr.f Cartwright have?
MARGARET: ©Six, I thinke it was.

LARRY: Do you think yo-:j: mother was lonesome, toormﬁé&}m‘u‘t

MARGARET: Oh, she must of been! She must of been! I'd never advise

anybody to get out and farm here like that,no. Course, there must

of been times when she was very lonesome.

LARRY: As you were growing up, Margaret, did you ride horseback a

lot?

MARGARET: Yes, I rode horseback. Lhere. were

LARRY: If you got around a little bit then, could you tell me if yeu
ﬁnyofheﬂé:gbgggind the southern part edisdeeor the southern side of the

Missouri River up there, Can you remember any other ranchers?

MARGARET: Oh, yes, there was Frank Banks and Frank-éesﬁ Those would

be the closest ones! And, you see, there wasn't véi?y much home-

steading at that time, They "squatted" first. They eeuidanit—f-

M couldn't file on it; but they could build a house on it, live ther8:>

and then they had "first rights!' wewsseer

LARRY: Were they family men?

MARGARET: Banks and Poézyee? Yes, they were both married men and had

families.

LARRY: But they were so far away, I suppose, that you wouldn't get b©

see them very often?




11
MARGARET: Not very often because you had no way much of going and
e was no roads much. You see, &#hewethey was no roads much at
'tall in those days.due$Just little trails where you went horse-
back or with the wagon, ya.
LARRY: I was going to ask you, Margaret, did your dad have a sheep
pne. o Fhose
dog? You mentioned he had a dog. Was it am English‘ﬁ%eepdogfk‘?
MARGARET: I don't know what kind it was, but %dwsure thought
the world and all of that dog. When they wanted to load their sheep
'ﬂ'to ship‘q'%m in the fall, he'd have this dog with him. And he had
some pet sheep that we'd raisedas "bottle lambs hey call 'em now,
and he would take and lead them, And, you know, a sheep if you can
get one to go the rest will follow. He did this and then the dog
would go around skd-=hend-bhembehind them and herd them all to follow,
see, That's the way he got them to go where he wanted %h%m to!
Larry: Where did they ship the sheep from?
MARGARET: They must have shipped'%? from Williston. Yes, they must
of shipped from Williston because there was a railroad there. My
father freighted-#ﬁ%m when they-built the Great Northern through
Williston!
LARRY: Is that right? That would have been Wfbefore your time?
MARGARET: Yes, before my ti&i@e! Yeiﬁit was!
LARRY: ©So, your dad knew the country around there pretty well then?
MARGARET: -¥ew He did! And I askedg, Arthurg, eveieppyfywhy he deci-
dedggyOutcrpy to come down. "Well," he said, "he'd travel around
so much and if you ever were down in that couézgry you'd know it's
kind of a protected country. Along the river,thamthere.'s trees and
brush you know., There's shelter for the stock and there was a spring
there. It was water and shelter! Course, they didn't havexggt;s in
those days to amount to anything; but if you had feed and shelter,
the',;g;-pretty good! Course, st dime-wemeaenthey built sheds, you

know, as time went on. Then in the summertime, in the spring after
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lambing, they took their sheep out to these other sheeplands, ye—,
pastured them during the summer, and then brought 'em down in the fall,
They would work all summer long puttin' up hay and thengesesnnee,
they'd have #BWmeewnthat to feed their sheep. Then they'd take ‘em
out in the daytime if the snow wasn't too deep and let 'em graze and %20
feed 'em at night. uewssee, |

MARGARET+LARRY: Did your family burn wood Gepypéwedthen for fuel?
MARGARET: Yes,yesf, Put there was lots of wood,yeerdemows

LARRY: You didn't have to worry about digging coal?

MARGARET: No, my folks didn't! After we settledugfup here, the dif-
ferent ones, ¥diikpeumkmaimthen they bégin to dig coal, but my folks
didn't because there's lots of wood around there.

Gan tell

Larrys
me, Margaret, about how your family lived., For instance, what kind
of meals would your mother cook? She didn't have a grocery store
right next to the housel so what kinds of things would she cook?
MARGARET: Meat, pototoes, bread and butter, oatmeal, boiled beans,
and bacon. My mother was a good cook! My dad tells me that mother

was known as the best cook around that community!

LARRY: Zewbhat.zigke® And she had to cook for the baéﬁ%ors, too, I

suppose?

MARGARET: KOh'yes, and wash for 'em! All on a board, tub and board!
o ifferen

Quite aAlifez}'ll tell you! My mother came from a quite well-to-do

@
family in England so it must Mof been an awful change for her! It

must of been!

LARRY: ®&WwmDo you think-tses¢- she ever cursed the day that she saw the
Missouri River?

MARGARET: I don't kno%ﬁbut I've wondered! Yes, because she really
did go through a lot of hardships alright and done an awful lot of
work. She didn't even have a sewing machine and she made all our
clothes! She knit mittens, stcckinﬁs, sweaters, caps, and everything

of that kind! She sewed all the other by hand and her stifches were
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the nicest, neatest, little’stitches you ever saw! I wonder how she

got time to do all that work!

LARR¥4—Tlhatrtg—fop—gure-l-

nd you couldn't buy bread in those days.yak-emew: TYou

baked all your bread! And we picked wild fruit! We used to get out

and pick cyrrents, gooseberries, gmepesy-and-we-piekedplums, and
grapes! We picked wild hops and made yeastf#ffout of 'emJ!j\
MABGARET: _Oh y8Se—yoeyd [ I can remember us kids with our little pails

following mother as she went lookin' for these berries and goin' and

pickin' the hops and things that grew wild.
LARRY: How would she make yeast from them?
MARGARET: Well, I wondered! I don't know that, but she did! She made
yeast from it! I don't know whether they could buy a #§ "start" or

something to help it to start, but I've often wondered!:

LARRY: Sowyoi'd.get-currants.and.geoseterriesdy Would you get grapes?

MARGARET: Grapes and plums!

LARRY: fflere there any juneberries?

MARGARET: YeWuneberries!

LARRY: Chokecherries?

MARGARET: WMfYa, that's about pffifwhat there was!

LARRY: Would she canbisst—thens—

MARGARET: Yes,tfg@e did! Made jam out of some of it, you know, My
mother was a very progressive person and my dad was,too! I often
think -imgr-when they came out here they didn't have any money, you
know, My dad didn't have anything! I know he didn't! He worked his
way and he done anything he could to make a few dollars. That's why
he done so much calling people around because he could maybe get ten
dollars! Well, that was worth something in those dajrs!/

~EARRY eSSy
MARGARET: / My dad u;ed to haul grain with a cradle!

it o
ﬁﬁR?: :Wahz‘en yo'u’.'awere a girl or before that?
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MARGARET: Well, I <wmwemeg'spose maybe about the time I was a

baby. He didn't after he came down here, but up there by the Canadian
line he did. He had oxen, yae.

MMRFILARRY: But after he got south of the Missourihp-Jfiaswe by
Williston, he didn't farm anymore)w did he?

MARGARET: Well, he didn't #® for a while. He had mostly the cattle
and the sheep’hd raised a few oats for feed, but they didn't raise M
any wheat. As times got b&iiﬁi& little better and therw\s a better
way to take it to marke8, then, ofmecuregqg they started to plant a
little wheat,tooyyu~seegm But he used to haul wool from their
sheep camp up here on the Walonson and take it down to Sioux Crossing

M where they had the ferry there. There was an old roagib&‘s’

just a track along the side of the hill, I heard him tell how he
would Case

wembwesri sit on the upper side of the road in FEfdemiiy—aomibiredmat it
X ICause
would slidevhe could emwe-himeedsf jump off and save himselfg -Courses
there was no good road at all! It was just little ruts and something
would happen that the wagon would jump._.gmﬂaeu, he thought it might
b -
pull the horses over the We'd always sit on the uphill side so
he could slide off.4 I've heard him tell about being out in storms!
Nevwrliifsov—tmamny Nowadays people that are out in g stormswesy freeze
' - gaz ‘ . .
to death so easy. He out so many many times! He'd either turn
the wagor#ox or the sled}box ups:.de down aﬁ crawl in under 11-,,0:%

. Aig
couldn't get to where they wanted‘* maybevjust a hole in the snow=

bank, take his covers andw crawl 1n%i%) sleep therelk
And, you know, #they didn't have the good clothes in those days! Jf
When he freighted on the Great Northern, Wéfyddsgthey just had gunny-
sacks wrapped around their shoes Wg#fto keep the cold and snow out.
LARRY: Did your mother .WOI‘I‘Y a lot about your dad when he was away?

MARGARET: Why she must have! HhlddiMdbObdd/Yddf/ hddiirtorabitr ok

&ly mother was very good-natured and

D

even tempered. She never said anything, but I know now that she must

have worried! She couldn't help it because dad was often goneg.yeer
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duage, three or four days at a time and she was there alone with us
ere '

kiddies. She'd do what little chores thergl wees and take care of us,

The #MddmIndians used to come sometimesffs She said she never was

— —afraid of tem, "If you're good to them," she says, "they won't hurt
HWriya.” She'd Wp¥falways give them something to eat. They'd pat
their tummies and they'd say, "White lady good to injun\'l.] Then they
would give her. mailing boxes or somethinge-yeii<sog, to kinda pay for
it.

LARRY: Did they come through often?

MARGARET: Well, I don't know how often, but I know they did because
I ¢ifheard her tell about it.

LARRY: Do you remember seeing themsf as a little girl once in a while?
MARGARET: No, that wasgyeowsame, when we lived up there at Portal so
I don't remember tbo much that happened out there. I can remember w
little house and I can remember the morning we left. My grandma had
come over and was helping ma get things ready and she lined #f us up
on the wall with our little bowls of gffporridge and we S:ﬂt; there and
&c.‘ We didn't have any furniture. Our offff{furniture was a strawh
\:tick, a few quilts and blankets, and things like that. We didn't
have much furniturefif s,

LARRY: What kind of a stove did you use after you got down by
Williston?

MARGARET: We had a little wood stove!

JARRG— G fOn s>

~MARCARE R s—F o mreiif—tidd—atibrte—Wa0d St oWy

LARRY: How about a table and a bed and things like that? Did your

dad makeK AgeiKgM#chen?

MARGARET: Yes, yes, they didf, @And they made some kinda stools 2
for to set on as chairZs and thengpf teurses when they got a litile

more money they bought gfgfchairs. They had four chairs.W

Mm. They had four boughten chairs and then
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- e .
some of thes!’e stools and things to set on! And &ke bed we quite
often just put a strav%zick on the floor  ou ki, and then put y%’é
quilts on, g
LARRY: Did this cabin have a wood floor or a dirt floor?
MARGARET: The first one had a dirt floor!
LARRY: At Portal? ‘\a"

W

MARGARET: Ya, ya, and I'm not too sure butfour first one down here M
had a dirt floor too!
LARRY: The WW

MARGARET: JgdfffYes, ya, I think it did, but then the other one had

cottonwood boards.

LARR¥—Tire—topTaine—

LARRY: Did your dad's gffftwo partners WKbdLddilnd/ gL/ {edid Lisbhasiiitte
&haaer have cabins of their own or they did stay in the same house that
your dad had Mffbuilt?

MARGARET: They stayed with us for a while and then they built a
cabin for themselves on one of the other places, yow-ssey It was just
across the "CI'JM but they ate with my folks! Meme-—eeek'"Mama"
cooked for«t—hem for a long time!

MARAXHET/LARRY: Oh, I see! When did your mother die, Margaret?
MARGARET: I believe it was about the '4Os. I can look it up and
see!

LARRY: Did you talk to her at all about those early days after you
had gotten older?

MARGARET: _low~ngf ”ot too much but I sure wish now Mf#f I'd talk

to her about it more! Yes, I do!

LARRY: Do you think your mother liked that country there? Did she
grow to accept the kind of life that she had?

MARGARET: Oh, yes, I do! I think mother did, yes!

LARRY: She must have been a patient, good-natured lady!

MARGARET: She was! That's what all the neighbors where she lived up
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in Canada and down here would say about hergp! She was very patient,
And dad used tol hunt quite a litlle game, -pov-dememin wild ducks and
cranes and things like that. He said that tl'xteg.? was nobody could ever
fix wild meat like mother could! ’She could/l;;nake it Swst so choicest!
LARRY: Oh! What other kinds would you have to eat that your dad
hunted? Would you have rabbits?

MARGARET: Yfas: and deer!

LARRY: w chicken?

MARGARET: Yes, prairie’ chicken.@##® Yes, there was quite a little of
that’ F

LARRY: Oh? So, you had ffresh meat bissw-pretty often?

MARGARET: Well, you had quite a little e# fresh meat) especially in
the fall and in the wintertime. Then in the summertimeueedssmeoeymyist.
you wouldn't have so much because the game isn't good until it gets on
toward fall, We used to have pork that we'd buy, fry down, and then
cover it with lard. That's the way you used to keep it and then
mother canned some of it, too!

LARRY: When she fried down the pork and covered it with lard, wauld
she put that in stone crocks?uEwms

MARGARET: Yes, yes, -okcid oyt

LARRY: Wemee would you get your flour fron.i Williston?-

MARGARET: Yes, and we used §to buy,-ae six, sever, eight Bl
pound sacks at a fime and e—-ngngred pounds a sugar. We never went gy

to town in the wintertime! We went in the fall and bought our sup-

plies, yowssoy
LARRY: The only kids that you had to play with were your brothers,
>4

MARGARET: Yes, yes, bhelmweseiomosilgifiem—
éru [/LARRY: Being the only girl in the family, Margaret, whéa-yaou.were. .

Lrowing—uweny were you your mother's helper?qa&ra-‘att?'
MARGARET: ##J{Oh yes! Us kids all had a job to do and that's what I

think is wrong with the world nowadays! They think kids shouldn't do
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anything. We knew what our job was and we did it! They never got
after us; we knew what we had to do! Fffftspose if we hadn't done it
tthe-)nmld_._gut that's the way we were taught! I hear of people now-
adays &? think washing d@n’;shes is the worst kind of work you cand do!
I've washed dishes ever9¥ﬁwas four or five years old and I never
minded! I thank mother that she made me do that! That was part of my

work and help make beds and swe€_p the floor and carry water and

o
woodl The boys had chores to do-amd help around the barn! We always

d k! . /
Lh/a our work! hdne/ _gff/’(’;é

LARRY: Did your mother teach you how to sew and -hdnd-séiteh too?
MARGARET: Yes, % but I never could do it as nice as she could!
feg,she.didl And, you know, there was no school in those days over
here), We had our school every morning! We had our reading, ‘'riting,
arithmetic, spelling, and geography! When we started to school, we
started in the third grade. |

LARRY: Oh! The first two grades your mother had been your teacher?
MARGARET: Yes, yes!

LARRY; Was she a good teacher?

MARGARET: You bet she was a good teacher! Jasy-sheé-wasld She was
quite talented as a mother., She was a Mgood organistf, butg of
courseg we didn't have a organ for many many years! You know, when we
got that organ she could sit down and play just so easy! That's one
thing that I've always felt that I never had a chance to take music
because I love music and singin'. Andvaa-KdébiSfemegs when you have
no instrument cuee you haven't much ”chance! of course,‘ as we got
older she probably could have taught us a little, but we weren't too
interested then, porrdenewe We could get out of sight and do it and P>
they wouldn't see us, yes!

LARRY: When did the homesteaders start coming in then, Margaret?
MARGARET: About 1905, | -

LARRY: And you would have been about shinbesn  slgms

MARGARET: Yes.
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LARRY: Were you glad to see 'em come?
MARGARET: Yes, I was yes! I think probably they was a few straglers
w came in in '0O4, but not the real homesteaders. Now Millhouses
came here in 1902, but they had stock., They had horses and cattle.
And Abners and M Kellog came about that time, WMtoo, but they
settled along the edge of the hills and had stock, pevw-eat. ﬂ Thep, of
course, they started to farm. They got their boats across ; -
to take their grain,
LARRY: Did they have children or families?
MARGARET: Yes, Millhouses had family and Adlers, No, Adlers didn't
have any family.#iiegleldddlnd he passed awaysbweggs about the
time we were married. She married again and she had a son. Bexrwson
LARRY: Oh! When did you start going to school then? You said you
started in the third grade, \
MARGARET: ZgdrlsudabiddTes, 1 startedg-letlsweqg, about 1906, I
think it was. There was a few kids with familiesgyou-esg, by that
time, )
R

And so our first school was a little logpabin kinda around
the edge of the hill., We walked to school; we could waﬂk that far!
Then they btﬁlt a #ifschool gy about a year or two later down in the

bottoms, what would be in the middle of that Water iou-scey—Fdiimi.
WSS EL LA E LA L [ L dde/out there on the west side of the road. Then we

rode horseback to school!
LARRY: How far were you from that school?
MARGARET: Well, the time they lived and we went to the little log

school we moved to another little shack for the winter.#f Then we
could walk to school, but we were about six miles from school, We
rode horseback or went in the wagon.

LARRY: Was your older brother going to school; sk too?

MARGARET: Yes, we all four went to schoolss#-the same time! We all
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started at the same time, g’
LARRY: And he would drive the wagon.Yeylspess®

MARGARET° es. And when Just two of us went M we went
horseback because we rode horseback a\ot. Then when we were only in

the wagon, there was two little French boys on the way to school that

we used to take up and give a ride to sy

Larry: Who was your first teacher, Margaret?mmbe&-thee-?——
MARGARET: Oh, if I think a little while I'll think of who it was! I
believe our first teacher was a man teacher and his name was George=-

I don't Mgust think of it nmow. I'll have to think a while.

LARRY: 4##0.k. Do you think Hleebdlf v d idd o cometmy that your dad
7

was glad to see the homesteaders come in

MARGARET: Oh, he knew that it was the end of the free range, but my

dad accepted it! My dad was very progressive! My dad had very little
education! He worked in a mill in England and he worked in the dye
department. He had messee gone to schoolfffnly a couple of winters but
he educated himself., He did a lot of gzight work and he went to night
school, Of course, that only meant{getting a fair education so that
you could get along! But you couldn't beat my dad in reading and
knowing what went on in the world! He kept good track of everything!

He was quite progressive and he liked to see things get better all the

time and be easier/; butg gmpugeaes they had so little to do for so
long that it took quite a while to get a start!
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LARRY: gCan.you remember anything, Margare ha our—FLamidyr]
regliy-locked. forwand-bo—gettines? Was there anything that your

mother really looked forward to gettingé/l/lE¥u/dkdiddiddvesides the
~g¥organ? Hmsure-she—wented—tiat—Ffor-a—tong—timet—

MARGARET: —Sges! No, I don't know! I think she was pleased when-

ever she could get to any improvements, but she wasn't one that ever
scolded or was #ffcrabby because she couldn't have this or that., 8he

was very good-natured!

060 FARRY: What kind of Christmases ##fffffivould you have? GCen—you—vedd
me-—gbowt—those?™

MARGARET: Well, we used to hang up our stcﬁkins' for Christmas and
aver o
that's the only time of the year wewd-id-glyb candy! We did get a little

candy in our stockin' for Christmas¥ /B Hakel i st bt

but, we didn't get s toys much! I'l1l tell you they didn't have
money for toys’ and they didn't have much way to get %g@-if they
didgfdlfp but we used to always hang up our stockin'! We'd have
candy and nuts and maybe they'd be some liitle thing in that stockin'j;
but, of course, if the Mweather got bad and they didn't get to

tom) maybe there was just the candy and nuts!

LARRY: Were there pine trees along‘ the Missouri?W tiwwe® What
kind of a tree would you have?

MARGARET: Oh, we didn't have a Christmas tree! We didn't have any
Christma;j;r;aments to put ##f on it or anything. We did have the
native seeter _'choughﬂ and a little later on then we #fwould string
Hgidgrropcorn and cranberries and things like that and trim the tree,
Put when séfhfive were Jmm%t little tots we just hung up our stocking' by

the stove. We didn't even have any chimney for him to come down be-
W |_cause it was just a stovepipe, pewidliencwpmpent
LARRY: < How long did it take before you fw

been—ab}e-be—buy—sﬁ'&things were getting a little bit better?

MARGARET: Well, a year before I wasﬁ married my dad began to get M
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quite crippled with Warthir/i/tis
P UEBPION

MARGARET: MfHe and the #fftwo younger boys went. Arthur, the older boy

stayed here with mother and I and }Ze done the farming this next year.
they plonte

They went out there and -she—plobbodP 1P I~tirimk,tt~was mostly alfalfa.

ﬂ'ﬁxere was a few fruit trees down there, I think, but prett'i'near

all alfalfa land and they cut the alfalfa and sold it. yaumeees They

used to cut three, four crops a year, rewmmgg, Well, then he come

back in the fall'ww,é{ﬂfs Jove bé«zn?

LARRY: What year -was—this appdrroximatelsl.

MARGARET: This was in 1909, This is 1909 'cause 1908 he went out

there and he and the two boys stayed there. Then he came back in the

fall of 1909 and sold the grain,aigg we hade and what little machi-

inery and stuff. We didn't have ggffmuch! He sold out his share in

the partnership business to Mr, Heide and Mr. Slatergayoums=egy and

then he and mother went out there and then they lived out there! Ml

Well, I got married! I didn't wanna go way out there!
SAREKRETT NOT

LARRY: Did you like this country then, Margaret?

MARGARET: Oh, yes, AT liked it! That's all #¥I'd ever knowng
~youlemsw, and I liked it! I likjed to ride horseback and I liked

AR AL LA S4 0 be outside, I'm quite an outside girl and

I lovefto pick berries and things yet!

LARRY: Tell me ffroua—itsbtie—tit—hbdfabout how you met Roy!

MARGARET: Well, I met him at a dance at Frank #ffyMMacintoshes. MK
That was aboutww three miles west yet of where we

S5 er
lived, He and his «&e&" and husband and I believe a neighbor couple
+her :
from up here drove down@hni-e to the dance. You see, in those days

W
there wasn't too much going on. If you could get there ”}11: was fine

and everybody was welcome! In fact, they used to take what llttlew
stuff they had in the house out and then use the thole house
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it s
to dance in because =Sy just one big room.yeu—lmor'j

_LADRy—n e
7
Wey came down Jwmme to this dance and that's the first

vJ ‘
time I saw him, Then after &: that's his brother-in-law, bought

this big engine and threshing machine, he fired this engine for Erb!

LARBg-R eyt . 5

DA nd they threshed a little bit on the other sideﬁ-/a-

'
spuge—the river, Then they went across of what was Ralm's gga-? and

that was where they prett'i'near gfyif("swamped® the boat! They'd
been trying to get this fellow with the% to bring«bjnm acrossv,
but the river had gone down and this %ﬂ’:i' was stuck on the #&fsand-
bar. So, he worked and he worked and he couldn't get it off of this
sandbar so then they decided #fthey'd try it with the ferryboat., -Za
Then when #Zgoingag it began to sink they had to think of something
else! Well, they tried to back the outfit off the ferryboat and missed
the planks and it settled down in the sand, but they dug a deadman in
and fastened it to it for the night and the next morning they had to
try and work it back out again. Well, they worked on that for quite
a Wfflittle while., #f In the meanfiime, the river raised a little
bit and this old captain ma@ged to get his skaul off of the sand-
bar!

LARRY: Wha;i;a :L deadman? I mean you said they dug a deadman,
MARGARET: —Bswd& youlf know what that Mpis?

LARRY: No, I don't!

MARGARET: That's some fjffereat, S oudfiffncavyg objest that you
bury in the sand and put a rope around it and fasten that to your
engine or whatever you havegceuzaee, to anchor it so that it couldn't
get away. pe-2%sps Well, that's the way they fixed it. I think they
probably used a big rock or something Wad#EMMS' cause that's # what
they used 1ot} of times!

LARRY: But that next day 4ew they got it backpgjl out!

MARGARET: Yes, and loaded on thisw and he bpought it across




Of course, they had taken the separator across first because that
wasn't so heavy yeumseel—

IARRY: They took that on the ferry? |

MARGARET: Yes! They took that on the ferry, but this Yallbiebldbldtl

tractord&d Shaguts so much firon. w Yxliees It was awfully

heav-y’ so then they had to load#on the%fmi’ and take it across.
LARRY: What year was thatr 2RO S e @

MARGARET: No, that would be 1906l and then he threshed., They Nialsalidel
threshed on their way up. They threshed for my folks and they thresh-
ed for all the others all along that area.j@ly By that time, quite a
fev,}s&cdome in’. The fall of 1905 and then 1906 saw a lot of home=-
steaders lookin' for homesteads. So, then they finally came across
here because it was pretty fair lookin' land -pewmpes.

LARRY: When had Roy homesteaded?

MARGARET: He wasn't old enough to homestead yet! He came with his
folks and their homestead is in East Village, eimififm—iittieconner—
ABROSC-CTTT-IblBe. That's where his folks lived and he lived with
them. Well, then he v"squatted" on this little quarter down here at
the corner and fije Pihauled logs and built a little lo#cabinﬁ“-
there. I think it was open for filing in 1905, but he wasn't old
enough then., Some of this was closed and it was what they called,
"military divisioM so it was withdrawn from filing. But he
"squatted" there and as soon as it opened up,% he filed on
it!

LARRY: He was old enough then?

MARGARET: He was old enoughff! That was 1907, I think! He used to go
over and help his folks. yemesRige He didn't have any outfit then! You
see, his folks loaded a car and come out. They had some machinery and
a few horses. He had one horse when he come out here and then he
bought a team Ifrom Millhouses. So, he had three horses and that's

what he broke his first l:n.ttl/e patch of grain with, Tt was these
plow

three horses and a _____ -jissie!l-




LARRY: %, \when Roy came MW aigto the dance AM#Wchat night he came

all the way from here?

MARGARET: Ya!

LARRY: That's quite a jaunt, isn't it?

MARGARET: Why, I should say so! Whygpeople would.‘bkhink you were
plumb crazy if you did thiﬁgs like that now!

LARRY: How far was it?

MARGARET: Oh, I suppose it was sé!Loea miles!

LARRY: Did he ride a horse or come with a buggy?

MARGARET: No, I think they'gggggwith a light wagon. ¥c.|!5&.f£ﬁéee
was Roy and his sister and husband and another couple so they came
in a light wégon.

LARRY: How old were you ﬁhen, Margaret?

MARGARET: Well, I'd be about S,

LARRY: Were you pretty impressed with this young Roy Johnson?

MARGARET: T always was from the time I first saw ily

DiRGRET g d a Mdlary not too long ago)land WI%
what his meresszon was"%when he first Saw me. He thought I

was an awful quiet,“queerf littleg. kid! Iedcvswspieot:i=

LARRY: So, you were £i£Leen when you first met him! Were you S‘Zen-
<amer<hlgmst when you married?

MARGARET: Ya. |

LARRY: And that's when your folks g#fwent to California?

MARGARET: That's when they went there to stayl My dad and two boys

/)
had gone the year beforb

LARRY: Did that seem to you to be quite an undertaking, Margar[et, to

get married?

MARGARET: Oh, yes, I didn't want to éo sil.hear out to California. I
i —
knew who I wanted»#8E. We had our sksbwfidph wedding anniversarye=you—

kmam, last fall!
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beew T
M%A’Ya, and there's nevervone day thatvever @fwished I hadn't

married him!
LABBY:  Thatte—poon?
I don't think too many people can say thatl

LARRY: No! » _
MARGARET: No, I always was so satisfied with my life,wm It 's a

@shame when bl vou're so satisfied! You know, I think sl
3\;‘ 4 some people wouldn't look at it that way!

LARRY:

iaw-You mentioned that Roy had built a log cabin where he was [#sibeleat
"sguattingl" before he filed or was able to filejw-
MARGERETT —YED!

T

—d AR ere would he haul the logs from? From the Yellowstone or from
the %‘Lg Missouri®?

MARGARET: Between the Yellowstone and the ){ig Missouri, You see, the
Yellowstone joins the Missouri dewneslm@® and that's where he hauled

them from.dewnwihesor

LARRY+——There—wore-a "n*'#m“ s

MARGARETr=Fopye

0‘\7 FXRRY: <¥my when you came up here with Roy in '0Qsdumist- ,{s Wews when
/

g0t married € . .
you <€ame—up—here? Was he farming then or running cattle?

MARGARET: He was farming then, g5

LARRY: T Then you've lived here ever since?

MARGARET: Yes, our homestead was down here at the c@ner. Then Mgl
there was another neighbor, John Shay, that homesteaded this place.

In 1912 4 was a good ci'op; 1910 and '11 had been pretty dry! So, he
decided he was going to sell and go back to Wiscensin. So, we didn't
have a very good well down at the other place and there's a real good
well here. So, we decided we'd buy this Wpla‘ce. He laughed at me
afterwards! We bought one quarter over here so we had M‘half a sec-
tion.w We didn't have it quite all paid for so I thought maybe we

should wait. "No," he said, "John wants to sell now and now is the




time to buyy So, we did! &g house was the ;%e of this building
out here and another one this same size together, They sold half of
it and built on to that., Oh, they didn't have it finished at 'tall on
the %‘ You could look outside in the cracks and how they kept
it warm in there I don't know! That's one t.hing about the log house

and the sodhouse ‘Eaey were good,warm houses and they were

cool in the summertime! There was a sog}\ouse up here just a little

{0
Now that was a good house until about %eé-,

Iz
twet¥e years ago. They didn't keep the roof up on it, you see.

LARRY: @B ©So, the year after Roy bought this place, you.had a good
crop'fﬁna‘?

JVARGARET: The year we bought this place we had a good crop. 3o, s
then, wem=6aq, Shay wanted to sell because he says, "Maybe next year
we won't get '%:n rop agaié('ﬂ So, we bought it and then we moved up the
next years ’bu’c, of course, we did a little fixing g before we

moved upe I don't see how they kept it warm in here because all they
had was a heating stove and a coolgstove! Of course, we built on to
this afterwards, but there was this part of the stove and this set

out kinda If§shaped. I know that it froze in that bedroom, e—peii—of
waverd

MARGARET: t was that cold in there! Sey—i—domie

dmew! I 'spose they put gfcovers enough on to keep warm because it
was just 'bw%—;r-q:?eirs and siding on it and then some kind of tarpaper
stuff on w'the inside and wherever that got torn you could see on the
outside, pe=t

LARRY: How were the years after you bought this place?‘th.n-‘? Were the
crops pretty good? Were you able to pay for the place?

MARGARET: We paid for it! You betcha' we paid for it! Roy said that

as long #as we don't mortgage our homestead, HE Wk Lkl vie ' re alright }
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We give a mortgage on this other quarter toqpay for this place. reumses,

o0
We only owed wei&pdmd—dol—}m on E— place; we had it all &m

wuren'i"
with thate. '13 and '1l, were too good"years, but we always had little

cropf and we always af#fmilked cows and had chickens. I made butter
and we took butter and #leggs to town and traded that for groceries.
We never spent more than what we had. We never went into debt. We
wes

never ‘bought anything. Our first dresser we—beughs the lower part
of the dresser we bought at a sale over at Buford for a dollar. Jt

(f qD
MARGAREA: (And when John Shays moved gffout here, their dresser’broke S°

they hod +he mirroryand With
’ we got that for a dollar., So, we put that together this old dres=-

ser from e#-e-p-—bhepe and this glass and that was our dresser for many

years! For two dollars! And my folks gave me a table and chairs,

Dad's £50.00
Hemse two partnerj gave me fifiy—-deottars as a wedding present and I

bought my f1rst‘7 cookstove. Roy had a little tiny one) you know, and I
bought my first cookstove and that lasted us many many years too.
LARRY: #+tfspdoldare that was quite a wedding present!

‘7_; o0
MARGARET: Sure #wentyfiwve for each of 'em, you see. Oh, yes, they

were fine men.tkose—werely—yeogi-

LARRY: Maybe that was in appreciation of all those years of your

&

mother's good cooking!

LARR¥s AAlhen did you and Roy start your family? Ll
MARGARET: In 1910, Mel was born in 1910 and that's Mrs., Gilmann
1 Wang. Then Forrest twb years afterwards; then four years afterwards

Beraax Grace LAL]
~ Bemsmer and then #ftwo years ather that, Mrs, % Link and she is my

% l youngest {fdaughter, Fou-sas.

r°?




LMARGARET: Yes,
LARRY: So, you had four?

MARGARET: Four children, a girl and two boys and a girl, ya.
LARRY: Did you have a doctor when your children were born, Margaret?
MARGARET: No!
LARRY: Who helped you?

a
MARGARET: Mrs, Kathompson, she was bise midwi‘y
EARRY O
JARGARED: (e, T had her #galfp(for all four of 'em!
EHRR¥e—7Ts—thaT TIgnt!
SARGARRET—TET

187

LARRY: And your first baby was born when you were <ightesa?
MARGARET: Yesf, |

LARRY: Did you worry about not having a doctor?

d one
MARGARET; No, no, everybody else around ésne-tha-t so I didn't worry

about itff, wel

wife get training®?

MARGARET: Well, she must have had a lot‘ of nurse's training. See,
she came from waeqged the Mffeastern part of the state’from around
Hillsborog WM‘Fhey came out here and homesteaded. She fit
right in with the community! Her homestead&-#iﬁ%only about
a couple a miles over here; so it wasn't too far to go and get her, peom,
loweyry—yer!

LARRY: olliefiicre there any other pisipbifmidwives in the community?
MARGARET: HNot at that fiime!

IARRY: She must have been a busy lady!
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MARGARET: Well, there %-etoo many -peopte—here married couplesghere s
mvxf‘rg% quite a few single ones, but therewm to0 many mare

ried ones, ot

LARRY: Were most of the peo;ﬁle that homesteaded around here young
people ﬂlike you and Roy?

MARGARET: A lot of 'em were, yes! A #lot of 'em were teachers. %=m
Jm-r.,.ﬁ those days you could homestead and you didn't have to live
there the whole mv!e?é-re months., You could have your shack and you
.é‘iééo be there! Yéu couldn't be gone more than six months, but you
could go and stay two, three days and then you could go back to your
work. Then in the summer they'd come out here and live you see., il
After fmxgéax months you could sgéle"prove" it up by paying a Wl
small émount.m. If they wanted to live the five years, then you
could do that and you got it free! Of course, that's what we did! Roy
broke five acres to start with and then the next year he broke Jﬁm

o D '
fglff The next year he broke t-'-n more so we had ﬁérsy. We had a prebty

fair crop the year that we were married, too. So, he built a granery

Q. .
and he had this log cabin and “‘eqmived +me straw barn. Feie—is—the-

LARRY: @ Margaret, you mentioned that help-with-the-income and-te—
bugF-sgroeertes you would sell eggs and butter.‘

MARGARET: Yes! You couldn't get cash for -t#;etn, but you cauld take it
to the store and MiéiAlfthey'd pay you so §§f##fmuch a pound for it g
and so much a dozen fof the eggs, Then you could get that much in

groceries for it sss. Many times we bought our groceries that way,

Uhere v
LARRY: Waew—town would you go/tmy Williston? Was—Candtwright—here..

~shen?
MARGARET: No, Cartwright was here then! There was a little store,

but

Shere—bhon, /foere wasn't a railroad yet! The railroad came in '13,
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but there was a little store there so you could buy groceries, They
bought butter and eggs from the farmers, k.
LARRY: Had your mother raised you to be puaby self-sufficient? Fupt

Could you do your own canning?

Sy PP R ARGARET: Ya.

LARRY: So, you didn't have to buy any canned goods or anjrthing, did

you?

MARGARET: /M##dNo,no.

LARR:
MARGARET: Ya, and a little kerosene. That was about the amount in

AT,

Flour and sugar and

coffee T *spose.

groceries, o7 /ﬂ

LARRY: Did your mother make her own soap, D% d&-yeu—l-enmbe;?
Margarety Yes,yes!

LARRY: Render lard and....

MARGARET: Tallow and any kinds of fats and make soap out of it, weer
LARRY: With lye?

MARGARET: 2#Ya, ya, she did!

LARRY: When you got marrigd, Margaret, did you have one of those
washing machines that had &@ handle that you worked back and forth or
did you still do it on a washboard?

MARGARET: ’ I did it on a washboard for quite a few years, ya.
LARRY: Was that quite a purchase when you finally got a washing
machine? Wes—ihat—someifbirinmo

MARGARET: That was quite amcontraption!m It wasn't an
Offclectric one thenjeither, yowslnemfy—si

LARRY: Was it the kind that was round{witirtire—hendie—oni-

MARGARET: Yes, s ooy—ypet ‘

LARRY: Did that wash good?

MARGARET: Well, not like their machines do now?

LARRY: Was it as good as a washboard?

MARGARET: ©No, you had to wash them a little bit on the washboard, but
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you put them throughp that first.fhen you could ISaieG g o) finish
them up on the washboard.

LARRY: On the board? Oh, I see!

MARGARET° If you didn't get them too dirty, then they washed in the

s that the men
washing machlne alrlghtl, but gpeiPiegny, the clothet Sily wore caé in 3

ubbed ;18
the field wme had to be L e 2 littlel' g

LARRY: -Fhrert WIS Something—F-wamted—to TSKYOU. & Bid you boil
your clothes too?

MARGARET: Yes, yes!

LARRY: Would you do that geiisdifoutside or would you do that in the
housel‘?

MARGARET: In the house! Ya, put the boiler on the stovel.

LARRY p~—-Woutd—Fou-do~bhab—-oubside—on

§ i
wash-hen—en—tshre—boerd—or Did you boil shem last?
MARGARET: Boiled %h%m last! You washed &hgm on the machine first or
on the rubbin' board and then boiled 4'eU
LARRY ¢-—rT—mee,
MARGAREF: ¥ And then rinsed 'em and hung 'em out, S

LARRY: Were there as many berries around here as there had been up by
Williston? Would you go sMég#fout and pick them?

MARGARET: Ohg yes, @y Fhere used to be an awful lot of X june-
berries all along the Wil iidegriver herej butgeyeuelewes, since that's
farmed and the brush cleared off there isn't many juneberry trees and
there's verf seldom any berries on 'em,

LARRY Ol

JARGARFPr—F—domt—kmoWw-Whyt—"

LARRY: But there used to be a lot, hmie®

MARGARET: There used to be a lot. I know one lady down there canned
§eu;éign&red quarts one year!

LARRY: 7Sisse Is that right!

MARGARET: Pail after pail she picked day after day!
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LARRY: Did she have a big family?

MARGARET: Yes!

HRRIt—She—must—otd

UARCARET: , T TFhey were growing kids.yemsieneny with good Hleisity
appgtites, yes! But they had juneberries, I'll betcha', for two,
three years out of the quarts!

~LARR¥—T+YTBET they did!

MARGARBTy—YeT, they aidrl

s y
LARRY: Margaret, what nationalities of people settlalaround this
area?
MARGARET: Quite a lot of Norwegians and a few Bohemians,
LARRY: Was Ro;%Norwegian? ‘
MARGARET: His father was Swede, His father am-an old €ivilMér
veteran!
LARRY: 1Is that right! So, he was Americanized a couple generations
here! _ | '
MARGARET: Yes, that's it, yewsees His grandfather died on the way
over here from Swedé!h and was bﬁried out to sea. —MeRUKe T believe
there was one other child that died ss@@se on the boat. When they got
here they were all put in the hospital. Then a little later om the

[T
children were bound out .'cause she got very sick with this By

the time, she got out ;f there she had no money left and her chlldr@n
were sent out to around Morris, Illvnois. She workegy made money
enough, found out-where they had gone to, come back?and located ‘'em!
Different families had taken one, you know, The children were called
"bound out" because tgﬁw“fgygie ggggg;k for their board and room be-
cause they had nqwmeney—to pay $er anything, yewmegs She got them all
back together again!

LARRY: And then came out to Dakota?

MARGARET: No, she didn't come out to jjjfDakota! She was in Ill&nois!
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LARRY: Oh, this was Roy's grandmother?

MARGARET: This is Roy's grandmother, Zs#f«if#fAnd then, yoawsemes, Roy's
9. ‘
folks came out here when he was about -n-h?e%oea. They lived in Wyoming

b?S““

when he was a little "chap" ?.bout four or five years old, but the alti~
tude was so high there Ithatuii‘h“eaﬁ)egldn't live there. She had heart
trouble and so they went back to Illinois again, but all they could
ever do to farm there was to rent. So, when this land was opened up
out herg Ernie, one of the boys, and J’rd’ the brother-—in-law and
sister's husband, they ceme out here to look for land. They came to
Williston and they looked all over around Minot and places. There was
one ofthe beys
nothing left except the real stony places! So, #eVwent int_o the post
office and he said, "Send my mail back to Morris, Illinois," he said,
"we're leavin' on the traiﬁﬁf) There was an old rancher, Bob Straud, &
in there at the time and he sdid, "Morris, Illinois? Are you from
Morris, Illinoid"p) He said, "Yeg"¥ "Well," he said, "you know, I $5&&
shipped cattle down to Chicago and HW¥met a fellow from Morris,
Illinois, and he invizied me to his placelJy So, he'd been there to
this fellow' s place! Theyfl would never a&'&come out here if #fit
hadn't been for meeting that old rancher!
LARRY: Is that right! .
MARGARET: He asked them what they were out here for and they said
they'd been lookin' for land, but they couldn't find anything that s
the ‘wanted to MEAAA/Mfbother to settle on. So, they guessed they go
back and think it over! Well, you know, they wouldn'ta}"& come back!
"Well," he said, "if you don't care about goang across the river I
can show you a lot of good land over therel!] And at that time there
was &s sodhousg e:; here and a little log house up-~meme and then
Cartwright and two or three ranchers Jeimlegps along the edge of the
rivery bl ﬂfxat was the amount of the settlers here then. So, he
was the town horseback! He says, " I can't take you out there," he
said, "but if you take the train up to Buford and then you can get

PEresS »
a fellow with a boat to bring Myou:"- the river., I'll meet you
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down there by the river. Oh, about a mile out of town(f] So, they Hef
said sure, ,Tr’xey'd do that! So, they did and they started out., They
got this fellow to bring ﬂem across the river, Well, when they got
across the river he wasn't there to meet 'em. "Oh, well," they said,
"he'll comeﬂ. We'll just start out™! There was no raad; just a Xy
little trail through there and they had to walk through the woods

or
there for digsd Latite two' threegmiles anyway before they met him!
Well, by that time it was getting on in the afternoon, beesuse—ke-went™

with-the team you-see, M, Me loaded 'em up and their suitcases.
They'd begin to wonder, you know, if he'd ever comel  Beesusoy—yor

cause they didn't know anybody or any of the surroundings or any=-
thing and I 'spose they wondered #fif he really was going to come #i#
in the evening! But he did! He come, «elfjerie PG halfl past Sixge or
.sex?e.r:.bn_alnd’—-and loaded 'em up, He said, "I'll tell ya it's too
dark! I can't show you the land now,"™ Meeseadtg, ®*but I'll take you
down to my house and keep you all night and then in the morning I'1l
bring wou up theré{'ﬂ So, he did. Next morning he loaded 'em up and
come up from what used to be Nameless Post Office.

LARRY: Name@ss? |

MARGARET: Yes, that's where Bob Straud lived, That's why he called
his post office Name@ss! And he had a little store there, too,
where he kept WWa few groceries. So, he brought 'em up!
They got up on the hills pvb—where these buildingesne—oven—heme and

Ernie, Roy's older brother, said, " Well, this looks like

pretty good land here\[) "Yes," Bob says, "lots ﬁafa g fd }and nout
s it ope

B
here,® He\#BAdll "Well," Ernie said }¥for filing\f)

"Sure," he said, "there isn't any of this that isn't! It's all open

for filing except the school sectiol!| That, of course, you couldn't
I

file on! WM’ "Well," Ernie and @b says, "that looks good

enough for uM So, they filed! Then grandpa, being 2 E:Lv:Ll\Jar

e’y
veteran, they could file for him, He'd had ene—fog;‘ty :L% Minnesota




> 4o's here.
someplace that he'd filed on, but he could take three more fommisies
regas®e, So, they filed on M for him and -al-él’afu&drem
ety for each of them and went back. yeu-eee, Oh, they felt pretty
pleased with t_hemselves! Course, they thought they had some real good
land and they did! It ﬁas good landf, w# The next spring & the
brother-in~law, and wife, Jenny’,the daughter, and grandpa sy loéded
cars and come out because they had what they called an "immig?jant’
car" and they could bring a few cows and horses and a little machi-
nery. When they got here,they % before the ice went out of
the river, but by that time it wasn't safe tod cross. So, some of
‘em stayed. Jane and her little girl stayed in Williston and the men

me
slgley %ﬁe out here. Then they put up two log houses w¥ssbireme that

first summer. They bought MM logs down Kekelhiddde/vdssidedin the

woods here by the river, hauled 'em, and they built those Mtwo log

houses, They dug a well and they got that all done that first sum-

mer” amé Roy says, "I'll never undersbtgnd how theyfM ever got all that

work doné{'ﬁ Because grandpa was sixig=-five years old then and not a

young man,you know! Course, Erb was in the prime of life! But they

built those two Wlldsiessddd houses and built a sod barn andf I think

they plowed a little five acre patch of ground and they seeded oats
L_gn that to have feed for their horses and cows, W

LARRY: Did you get to know Roy's grandfather?

MARGARET: Z-Ves . |

LARRY: Was he pretty happy to be out here?

MARGARET: Yes, I should say! First place he'd ever owned! ~Jiglptplil

Happy! And% was the most wonderful %her-in—law you evée. i

could imagine! She was! -Yewdssow I -Gaw never “understand why every-

body was so spiteful to a mother-in-law! Why, I had the best one in

the worldﬂ and, you know, I think that gave me a good start in life

too!

LARRY:
. Go
You said that the first year Roy <ams broke Jum five acres and then
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acres and then bwensy acres. scusipitsisabadi vy
20
MARGARET: No, five acres and then tweeey acres!

F!%.w&n‘f’ o ‘
MARCAREF—¥0, My1and then tlagx more and made ﬂsh;r’ar for the nextf

%
year. When they broke the tf;zéa-{y, grandpa had a gangplow and Erb had

a gangplow and Ernie had a gangplow and they hooked thosi onto this
big tractor and broke this M-y acres! So, you see,f they got more
done then if HidhAasrMthey'd had to do it with horses.ﬂ You know&t

acres is a lot gfto break with a team and a fulky plowifi s

LARRY: Did people around here plant flax the first year‘,or did Roy

plant wheat or oats?%h—-ﬂim-yea-?-

MARGARET: He planted oats first and then I think he planted flax the
fir eva{ecause they almost -edweys prett'i'near always put flax on the
breaking, but the first year he need% % little feed so he plantec/
oats. yewesee,

LARRY: Would #fyou put in a gardenfihsnwenge Mangares?

MARGARET: Oh, yes! <Gimpmpes¥e that's where we got our yiidfdédvege-
tables like pototoes, carrots, beets, cabbagemn,-’!

LARRY: Did Roy ##dig a root’cellar or did you have a cellar under

S

your house here? How did you Mkeep your vegetables or did you can
them all®?

MARGARET: No, we had a dug cellar saéei:zﬁme under our little
lo%house down there! Just a little hole in the ground, but a place to
put your vegetables, you—seey—iye

LARRY: Could you keep them all winter long?

MARGARET: Yes, yes, we could! Might have to put some quilts over
them in the middle of winter if it got real cold, but we always kept

atyhem'
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‘ (igted~
LARRY: Did you raise your own seed, too, Margaret? -Bid you seve—rtfrs

LobsmanerrTT
MARCARET: Yes, <aew not susile@our carrot seed we didn't, but peis

pototoes and corn we always raised our own seed. Melons and squash &K
and things like that!| /setllidlivivigetils/Carrots and beets we bought e,
in town; we'd get a few packages.

LARRY:

id you get to know this
Bob Straud?

MARGARET: ##2¢erOh, yes!

LARRY: He sounds like a interesting fellow. &=

MARGARET: He was! He was quite a character, but happy and good-
natured as gffffcould be! He was here in the winter of '86 and '87 when
they lost so many head of cattle,-y# He was here and Andrew and
George Nolley were here. They were some of the first ones. Frank
Banks and Frank Poe, yes, some of those were all here at that time.
LARRY:j»iezueard stories from old-timers <®@m-over by Watford City that
some of the ranchers weren't too happy to see homesteaders come in,
but this Bob Straud-#gr apparently was.'

MARGARET: He was, but some of 'em wer,en't%ﬂ I know Wt.hey told
one fellowshe said, "Oh, well, they won't be here very long, llﬁﬁﬁﬁbﬁbb
Mbu’c," he ‘said, "I'd sure be willing to buy rope enough to hang 'em
all uM e saidy |

He just felt they had no business herel,butm you
couldn't feel that way because you had no business here either if you
look at it right! You see that was the selfish way! But old Bob
Straud was a good neighbor! Good neighbor and a good-hearted fellow,

&

LARRY: Was he an old-timer already then?
MARGARET: Well, he wasn't too old then! He wasn't married yet then,

s He was hurt in a coal mine and that caused his death. He didn't

live to be an old man!
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LARRY: Was that coal mine around here?
MARGARET: Yes,-$fs down in the hills back here!
IARRY: How far from Cartwright?

MARGARET: Oh, maybe three miles! Not more than that!
Cove=inT
LARRY: Was it a -eossesim- o A
‘ Cal/e=1/ s
MARGARET: Yes, it was a -eavin! 1 'spose he didn't put props P
'”U .
enough’ yemmecem-yam Oh, I'll 4ef#fell ya they hauled coal out of some

bad places down in there, st Qh,-J _'spose s-fiile—marbe—a—mpite—and-—a ,

LARRY: @8%f That would be about three and a half miles north of

Cartwright?

MARGARET: Yes, it wauld, ya!

IARRY: And he helped a lot of homesteaders get started then? Bob
Straud did?

MARGARET: Yes, he would be willing to help anyone! I think Erb Pefutel~
bought his first horses shemsboumghs- from Bob Straud and Roy got his
first horses from Millhouses. They lived,<ou—lintilp-Wadlp.tode west

and south of Trenton., It's in that bend in the Missouri River there.
Crowhigh{ly
Jt's probably, oh, a couple miles west of Cedohefm, ot

LARRY: How were the :er ps tSae Margsersty after those first couple
a years? Were you able to get your feet on the ground?

EAMARGARET: Not very fast. But we always kept enough for seed for
the next year! st didtdolfflic never sold all of it because he

said, "We've got to have seeM

LARRY: You had all four of your children before 1918, Sidrviesapons-
MABCARE T

EARRBT/Was the flu il enidemic Zbad around here in=giiliie# 187
MARGARET: 5 Grace was a baby then, wamgps-

LARRY: Did you or Roy or any of the family get the flu?

MARGARET: Roy did! He was out threshin' and he come home sick with
———y

it, bt:lt he was pretty husky at that time. I put him to bed. I was
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there _
scared of it 'cause tlemswwuimwd been quite a few deaths. So, I put himjf

to bed and I kept him there. Then we got medicine for him right away,
~RF2%# doped him up good, and he come out of it good! There was Thowmme;
-~ AL four or fiveffldifffricht around this community -amemme that

died from it!

NAREBRRETT T, gspecially pregnant women! It was prettti'near sure to
take 'em! Scobins, they lived right along close to Jthe highway about
five miles out from Cartwright and their house, one of 'em, is kinda #d
set up on the hill, you'll notice it, and he lost his wife@ but he
brought up his familye He had five children! He managed the girls! He

helped them to learn to cook and wash and things! Quite little) some of

'‘em too!
~LARRY 4Ol
UERCHNE P /But he managed to see them all grow up!

LARRY: So, you were probably lucky that Grace was born when she was?

MARGARET: Ya, #MAAMMH I ' ve often thought that, yesyepes

LARRY: Who was your nearest doctor then?

MARGARET: Reweewe. Ly, vicco [ Montena].

LARRY: Oh. Had that come <4k with the railroad wasm in about '14?
MARGARET: Oh, there was some there before the railroad came in! But

they had an irrigation project over there, in-190k—and—4ofm I believe,

N
-i-’e-uasf.ar 1905 and '06,

FARRYt—Thab—eandg?

~JARCGARTE P a, you see the river was right around 'em and so much water
there that they put that project in pre{:ty early! I know some of the
homesteaders went over there and worked helpin' make those ditches 'cause
they could make a few dollars,mwse That was awful hard work on the

Then ther €
horses, but there was a lot #iffof 'em went over there, 3 was a

“doctor in Alexander, too, by that time!
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IARRY: But that was quite a ways!

MARGARET: Yes, W#M/fthat's farther you see!
LARRY:
came in, was that a real blessing Sfemmsilew for shipping.cattle and

’Nﬂen the railroad

grain?

MARGARET: Oh, pasfls yes! That was a blessing for all of us, I tell ya,

when they built that railroad! I am sorry yet that they haven't kept it
up better than what they have because I think we need the raiizzzgioads!

LARRY: Do you remember when they were putting the railroad bridge in and
they were putting the grade in for the railroad?

MARGARET: Yes!

LARRY: Were people pretty excited about thatgg/

MARGARET: Oh, they were! We got ouf coai¥2§at winterf%hene+— You know

they went through a coal vein and Mwhen they dumped the dirt out along
the tressel all the men that wanted coal would be there éﬁg pick up the

lumps, ef—eeadyou-s0et+ We got our winter's coal that way!

LARRY: That was an easy way of getting coal that winter then?

MARGARET: A lot easier than goin' down and diggin' in the side of the

LARRY: -Zo—ehetcambahdd Did fishing help with meat?

MARGARET: Oh, yes, yes!

IARRY: Had you and your brothers done any fishing on the Missouri when
you were young?

MARGARET: No, no, more hunting!

BESTARRY: Did you do any fishing upedssme after you and Roy were
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married?

MARGARET: Well, not too much(but we did some, yaj

MARGARET: Qheagmmc!—wdad .ﬁ(@y was more of a hunter than a flsherman/

¢ f
LARRY: How ere the tha‘gggés, Margaret?

MARGARET: Pretty dryl! There was one year we never cut any grain at
all,

IARRY: Do you remember %Wthat R Was?

MARGARET: That was '36, ¢#.

LARRY: Nothing that year?

MARGARET: No, we cut one field for a little feed, but we had seed enough
left! We'd had a little crop before that so we had a little seed left.
But I'1ll tell you, our neighbor over here, Martin Sandy, harvested Kl
ﬁsszlan /Iglstleiﬁr to feed his cows[and some of 'em he didn't get
put up in time and they got«ikeht%a sharp so he took and #gfcooked them! He
had a great, blg,lrogthing that he cooked them gfand fed 'em to the
cows! He brought his cows through too, Gourse, he didn't have too many,
but he saved 'em, —, There just wasn't anything but }{ussian ?ﬁistle
that yearfl, =¥

LARRY: Did a lot of people move out in the '30'3‘?

MARGARET: Yes, yes, I should sayéa”foung folks didn't stay here, Z=peit

SRRl 7
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IARRY: Did you and Roy ever talk about it?

MARGARET: No, no  you wouldn't of hired him to move for anything! 7\

LIEETe——eh !

JEREGREET: ( He was so satisfied here! Why would he want to move?

#—the best place he ever lived! Now herels Grandma.Johnseny—rew—see;—amto

T s
FE—wes

LARRY: Were f there any people eround-hore;—dMerpemad, farming with oxen

when you were a little girl? , =

MARGARET: There was one fellow here -%fe-/ had a ox, mulegy and a horse for
his féam , w&

LARRY: Who was that? Do you remember?

MARGARET: Roy Dickson, 3 They were huntin' up pictures a little Pkl
while ago and aﬁeighbor, Billy Myers, had one of these pictures., The
boy had sent it out to Wus, 'ﬁley showed it to me, and they wondered who
it could’ be! I said, "It's got to be Roy Dicksorw There was nobody

else around here with a team like that! I knew. it was Roy Dickson! X
[+




LARRY; Now you and Roy had a#ice _househerusboo?

MARGARET: Well, we just had a little shed, put sawdust in it, put the

ice in there, and packed in the sawdust. YESrreu=both

LARRY: Did you have an icebox in the house?mw

MARGARET: After a while, ya.

LARRY: When wbuld you have gotten thatZahemes ¢

MARGARET: Oh, I 'spose about maybe around -igé?eeme'bhw&at._

LARRY: Did that help %tﬁ keeping food? |

MARGARET: Oh, yes! Before that we used to have a barrel out there by

the tank and pump the water from the well through this barrel into the

tank, Then weswsed—to set our milk cans in this cold water .-e€gs and

that's the way we used to keep our milk!

LARRY: Did that work pretty good?

MARGARET: You bet! It's a lot o' work, ieslemsgh monkey work, but Mt

spommimet, it worked good! Then your cream would raise so gooM
all e Tood sk

«tbgebd- bring it in, skim it, have your cream to churn, and
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LARRY: How often would you have to WE ice to your icebox?
MARGARET: Oh, every day. @@ ou know, it wasn't an awful big one, but
sbtalebityfira’v0u'd have to get a chunk every day or prett'i'mear every day
anyway, -ﬁ

t+he
IARRY: Did you ever ‘forget to empty e pan?
MARGARET: Yes, yes!
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